George Washington Carver Elementary School

Carver Family News
January 2017

What’s Happening This Month
Jan. 1–2
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 16
Jan 17

Jan. 20
Jan. 20
Jan. 25
Jan. 26
Jan. 27
Jan. 27
Jan. 28
Jan. 30
Jan. 30
Jan. 31
Feb. 4

No School
Late Arrival, 9:40 a.m.
Parent Teacher Group (PTG) Meeting, 6:30-7:30 p.m., room B208
Late Arrival, 9:40 a.m.
No School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fifth Grade Drumming Concerts, Carver gym,
5-Waskow, 5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
5-Fitting, 6:15 – 6:45 p.m.
5-Donath, 7:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Late Arrival, 9:40 a.m.
5th Grade Field Trip, Bald Eagle Watch, Grand River Center, 11:30 a.m. – 2:20 p.m.
2nd Grade Book Club (Ms. Maneman’s class), 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
2nd Grade Book Club (Mrs. Valentine’s class), 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Late Arrival, 9:40 a.m.
2nd Grade Book Club (Mrs. Tracy’s class), 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Carver Ski Night, 3:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Sundown Mountain, sign-up form with
Thursday Mailbag
Carver Skate Night, Skate Country, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Online sign-up begins for Parent-Teacher Conferences
2nd Grade Book Club (Mrs. Budde’s class), 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Carver Night at the Saints (more information to come)

The DCSD Inclement Weather Line (552-3035)
Lunch Menu Line 552-3250
www.carver.dbqschools.org
www.dbqschools.org
The mission of Carver School is to: Invigorate the Mind, Invest the Heart, Invent the Future.

Dear Families,
January is a very busy assessment month. Students in Kindergarten will be taking
the FAST early literacy assessment. Students in grades 1-5 will be taking the
DIBELS reading assessment. These assessments are made up of short, individual
tests. The FAST and DIBELS schedule is very flexible based on how many
students the testers assess each day.
Students in 2, 3, 4, and 5th grades will be taking the Winter Measures of
Academic Performance (MAP) test beginning the week of January 9 through
January 27. The MAP test will be used as a diagnostic measurement. It is a unique
assessment that accurately measures what a child knows and needs to learn. It is
a computerized adaptive test, meaning that the difficulty of each question is based
on how well the student has answered all of the questions up to that point.

TEST TAKING TIPS FOR PARENTS:
Mark down test days on your calendar so you and your child are
both aware of testing dates.
Make sure that your child gets enough sleep on the night
before the test.
Make sure that your child gets up early enough so that
he/she will be on time to school.
Ensure that your child eats a healthy breakfast.

Carver staff believes that the information we gain from these assessments will
help us to make the best possible educational decisions to meet your child’s needs.
Sincerely,
Cindy Steffens, Principal

Tentative FAST and DIBELS assessment schedule
January 17

January 18

January 19

KB-Kindergarten FAST

KG-Kindergarten FAST

KK-Kindergarten FAST

2B-DIBELS
4E-DIBELS

2M-DIBELS
4E/4J-DIBELS

2T-DIBELS
4J/4H-DIBELS

January 23
1L/1G-DIBELS
3DA-DIBELS
4K/5W-DIBELS

January 24
1G/1T-DIBELS
3DA/3DI-DIBELS
5W/5F-DIBELS

January 25
1T-DIBELS
3DI/3H-DIBELS
5F/5D-DIBELS

January 20
Finish FAST with K
1L-DIBELS
2V-DIBELS
4H/4K-DIBELS

January 26
Finish 1 st gr. DIBELS
3H/3P-DIBELS
5D-DIBELS

January 27
3P-DIBELS
Finish 5th gr. DIBELS

Carver Winter MAP schedule
January 9
9:15-10:30
10:45-12:00
12:15-1:30
1:45-3:00

4E, 4H

January 11
2B, 2V
5F, 5W

3Da
January 16

9:15-10:30
10:45-12:00
12:15-1:30
1:45-3:00

9:15-10:30
10:45-12:00
12:15-1:30
1:45-3:00

January 10
3Di, 3H, 3P
5D

January 23
4E, 4H, 4K make-up

January 17
3rd, 4J, 4K make-up
5D

January 24
2nd make-up

January 12
2M, 2T, 3Da
4J, 4K

January 13

3Di, 3H, 3P
January 18
2B, 2V
5F, 5W

January 19
2M, 2T
4J make-up

January 20

4J, 4K

4E, 4H

5th make-up

January 25
2nd make-up

January 26

January 27

5th make-up

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be Thursday February 16th,
Wednesday February 22nd and Thursday February 23rd. Online
Conference Scheduling begins January 30th at 6:00am.
You may go to www.myschoolsystems.com/dubuque/carver
to schedule your conference. You will use the same password
that you have used in the past for orientation. If you have
forgotten your password, please call the Carver Office, (563) 5524500, and they can assist you.

In January, we will cover the following topics in large group guidance:
Grade 5 - Personal responsibility
Grade 4 - Bullying
Grade 3 - How to handle anger
Grade 2 - Accepting responsibility for your actions, no excuses
Grade 1 - Accepting others
K – Effort, try and push yourself

Welcome back to school, we hope you had a wonderful winter break. It is fun to hear
about everyone’s individual winter break celebrations and gift giving. Did you know the
best gift you can give your child is the gift of a good education? And the best place to
get that education is in school. Every day. On time.
Building a habit of good attendance is your child’s ticket to success in school and
eventually in life and on the job. Every year, absences spike in the weeks before and
after winter break. It’s time to break that cycle. We know it’s tempting to extend your
break by a few days on either side of the holiday. We hope our DCSD Families have not
done that this winter break.
Just a few missed days here and there, even if they’re excused absences, can add up
to too much lost learning time and put your child behind in school. This is as true in
kindergarten as it is in high school.
So make sure your child is in school every day. Our teachers will be teaching, and our
students will be learning. But it’s harder to teach, and it’s harder to learn when too many
students are absent. If missing school is unavoidable, talk to your children’s teachers in
advance to create a plan for making up missed work.

Give your child the gift of attendance and the habit of attendance.

Thanks to all the Carver families who donated so generously
to our Giving Tree. Many families who may not have had
warm clothing for winter or toys for Christmas benefitted
from your generosity. Carver families are AMAZING!
Major Mason from the Salvation Army sent a letter of
thanks to all the Carver families for "your generous
donation" which helps them to assist families in need.

Bike Found
Last month, a bike was left
on our playground. If you are
missing a bike or know of
someone who is, please
contact the Carver office at
(563) 552-4500.

From the Carver Gym...


Reminder: All students must have appropriate gym shoes for class!!! There are many
students coming to school with only their boots or their shoe laces are broken or they
have out grown their shoes! PLEASE, check your child has shoes that fit and are safe
and appropriate for running, jumping and moving in the gym! Thanks for your
cooperation with this!!!



Congratulations to the following students: 10-11 year old division—Lauren Hefel (5W)
and Justin Potts (5D), 8-9 year old division—Macey Rosenkranz (4E) and Kinnick Kehoe
(4E)/Carson Viertel (4H). They were the top free-throw shooters at Carver for the Elks
Free-throw Contest!!! They qualify to represent Carver Elementary School at the all area
basketball free-throw contest on January 7, 2017 at Kennedy Elementary School. The
event is sponsored by the Dubuque Elks Lodge #297. Good luck!!!



During the month of January, physical education classes will focus on Speedstacking
activities and a variety of jumping rope.

Dubuque Sports & Recreational Festival: Sport Stacking
Saturday, January 28th
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where:
The Grand River Center
Who:
Stackers of All Ages and Abilities
Provided by: DCSD Elementary School Physical Educators
When:

No pre-registration necessary. All mats, timers, and speed stacks will be provided.
Anyone is welcome to come be a Stacker. This event is for experienced as well as beginning
stackers. Tables will be set up for students who wish to practice stacking or for those who
wish to learn how to stack. Stackers may choose to be timed in the 3-3-3, 3-6-3, and/or the
cycle stack. After a student stacks, a P.E. teacher will record their times on their
registration form. When finished, stackers put their form in the basket located by the
laptop computer. Parents and guardians, brothers and sisters…all are invited to try Sport
Stacking!
To assure that all participants have fun and remain safe, we ask that an adult accompany
all children. We hope all students will leave this event with an appreciation for the benefits
of exercise and an appreciation for Sport Stacking.
What is Sport Stacking?
Sport stacking is an exciting individual and team sport where participants stack and
unstack specially designed plastic cups (Speed Stacks) in pre-determined sequences.
Stackers race against the clock for the fastest or best times. With practice, a person can
stack at lightning speed that has to be seen to be believed!
What are some of the benefits of Sport Stacking?
Sport Stacking can be individualized, allowing each student to work, successfully, at his/her
own level. It is geared to include students of all ability levels, allowing every student to
succeed, while still challenging the more fit and athletic students. Sport Stacking has
proven to increase bilateral proficiency (equal performance on both sides of the body) that
develops a greater percentage of the right side of the brain which houses awareness, focus,
creativity, and rhythm.
Where can I learn more or purchase Speed Stacks?

www.speedstacks.com

Carver Ski Sign up 1-5-17
Sundown Mountain Ski Opportunity on January 28th from 3:30-9:00
After School Basketball 1-5-17
4th & 5th Grade Intramural Basketball Program. Registrations are accepted on a firstcome, first-served basis. Deadline is January 20th.
Bell Tower Winter 2017 1-5-17
Kids Take the Stage. Registration form is due January 16th.
U.D. Winter Baseball Skills Camp 1-5-17
Sign up for UD Skills camp on January 29th and February 5th

News from Carver PTG
The Carver PTG is seeking an individual to serve
as Box Top Coordinator starting immediately.
Also, there are 2 positions that will be vacant for
the 2017-2018 school year—Fundraiser
Coordinator and Volunteer Coordinator. If you
would like information about these positions,
contact the Carver office, (563) 552-4500.

Box Tops for Education December Update
The winner of the extra recess for the December collection is …
Mrs. Evarts’ 4th grade class with 361 Box Tops and Milk Moola!
Coming in 2nd was Mrs. Jokiel’s class with 51, and
coming in 3rd was Mrs. Heiar’s class with 46.
Keep them coming in to help your class earn an extra recess!
Reminder: Box Tops or Milk Moolah should be placed in a baggie or
an envelope marked with the name of your student’s teacher.
If Milk Moola and Box Tops and not labeled, no credit can be given
to the classroom.

The Carver PTG would like to extend a
big thank you to the volunteers that
bagged popcorn for Spirit Day in
December.
You are amazing!

2016 SPELLING BEE UPDATE
On Thursday, Dec. 1st, Carver School held the
annual Spelling Bee in the gym.
Congratulations to the Carver spellers who will
compete in the Sectional Spelling Bee at Clarke University on January 5th.
Our top 3 winners are:
Shreya Ravada (5th)

Brendon Zheng (4th)

Quinn Breitbach (4th)

Good Luck in the next round!

___________________________________________

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
2017 – 2018
When: February 6, 2017
Time: 7:30 AM
Where: Carver Office
What to bring: Child's proof-of- age (This includes a birth certificate. If a birth
certificate is not available immunization records or a passport may
be used)
Other information for Preschool Registration:


Students must be 4 by September 15, 2017



Students must reside in the state of Iowa to be able to register for
Preschool.



Students do not have to attend preschool at their homeschool.



If your child is 5 on or before September 15, 2017 they may not attend free
preschool.

If you have any questions, you may call the Carver Office at:
563-552-4500.

WHEN:
April 13th
Books Wanted...
Looking for a place for those slightly used books?
Please send them to the Carver library for our Spring
Carver Used book sale.
Please drop off in the library before April 10th

----------------------------------------------------------------------

December 5th kicked off Computer Science Education Week, with students in every country
around the globe participating in the Hour of Code, a one-hour introduction to computer science.
The Hour of Code campaign was started by Code.org in 2013. This year marked the 4th year
that ALL Carver students in grades PreK-5th participated. According to Hadi Partovi, CEO of
Code.org, “The goal of the Hour of Code was not to teach anybody to become an expert
computer scientist in one hour. One hour is only enough to learn that computer science is fun
and creative, that it is accessible at all ages, for all students, regardless of background. The
measure of success of this campaign is not in how much CS students learn - the success is
reflected in broad participation across gender and ethnic and socioeconomic groups, and the
resulting increase in enrollment and participation we see in CS courses at all grade levels.” This
year, Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st grade students all learned how to use a coding app called
Scratch Jr on the iPad. Students in grades 2 and 3 worked on the tutorial Code Monkey. There
are many monkey themed coding problems students can continue to work on if they go to:
https://www.playcodemonkey.com/ Students in grades 4 and 5 learned the basics of Scratch
and can sign up for a FREE account at: https://scratch.mit.edu/. Please talk to your child about
their coding experience and encourage them to check https://code.org/learn.
A special thank you to Debbi Stork and the University of Dubuque student mentors that
participated in our week long Hour of Code.
Mrs. Schmitt

News from the Health Office
With the frigid temperatures we have been experiencing, the Health Office has
been seeing lots of chapped cheeks and lips, and just plenty of dry skin in general.
It is always a good idea to moisturize daily, especially this time of year. Feel free
to send a tube of chap-stick with your student so they can apply as needed.
Colds and respiratory viruses are in full swing. Just a reminder if your student
needs to use cough drops in the classroom, they need to be brought in from home
and stored in the Health Office, along with a parent-signed note stating that the
student has permission to use them as needed. Cough drops are the only form of
over-the-counter medication that can be administered with a parent note. All other
over-the-counter medication (Tylenol, Motrin, Tums, Benadryl, etc.) needs to be
supplied to the Health Office with an order from a healthcare provider.
Thank you for your cooperation in making sure we are accurately following District
policy/protocol.

January Health Topic:
Personal Health/Physical Activity/Hygiene/Healthy Goals
This month’s health topic focuses on the importance of keeping the body
clean, physically active, and healthy.

CARVER BUSINESS PARTNERS
Kohl’s Department Store
2595 NW Arterial
Dubuque, IA 52002

Red Robin Gourmet Burgers
2775 NW Arterial
Dubuque, IA 52002

National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium
350 East Third Street
Port of Dubuque, Iowa 52001
(563) 557-9545 or (800) 2263369
Anti-Harassment/Bullying/Discrimination Assurance Statement
Hy-Vee Food Store
2395 NW Arterial
Dubuque, IA 52002

Any form of harassment, bullying, or discrimination can be devastating to an individual. Therefore, the Dubuque Community School
District will not tolerate harassment, bullying, or discrimination based upon a trait or characteristic of a student, staff member,
volunteer, or applicant for employment including, but not limited to, age, ancestry, color, creed, familial status, gender identity,
marital status, national origin, physical attributes, physical or mental ability or disability, political belief, political party preference,
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic status. The school district requires all agencies, vendors, contractors, and
other persons and organizations doing business with or performing services for the school district to subscribe to all applicable
federal and state laws, executive orders, rules and regulations pertaining to contract compliance and equal opportunity-School
Board Policies #1001/#1005.
Any person having inquiries about this statement or the district's compliance with regulations implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX,
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 or Iowa Code Section 280.3 is directed to contact: The Forum, 2300 Chaney
Road, Dubuque, IA 52001 (563) 552-3019.

